
Tips on Grad School Applications

1. Start the Research Early
Graduate Scholarships
Many scholarship and application deadlines are earlier than you think!

● Some school specific scholarships are even due in October (e.g. Stanford). It is
recommended that you pay attention to school specific scholarships and their
requirements.

● The NSERC CGS M and CGS D programs, which apply to most people who intend to
pursue an Msc or PhD in Canada, have early deadlines of December 1st.

● Another common scholarship, the Ontario Graduate Scholarship (OGS) can have varying
deadlines depending on the school or department.

● If you are thinking of studying in the US, the Fulbright Canadian-US program provides
financial support for graduating Canadian students who intend to pursue a graduate
degree in the US. But please keep in mind that the application has quite an early deadline
of November 15th.

Look out for School/Program Specific Requirements
● Some schools only allow you to apply for one program while most schools allow you to

apply for multiple different programs.
● Some schools will require that you reach out to professors ahead of time (this will often

be indicated under instructions on the applications page). It is recommended that you
reach out to potential grad school supervisors as early as possible since the application
itself may ask whether you have contacted anyone.

● Different schools and departments can have different requirements for teaching
assistantships. For some, it is mandatory that you TA for a few semesters and for others
you are only allowed to TA for up to a certain number of times throughout your graduate
career. And finally, there are also programs where TAship is completely optional.
Therefore, depending on how passionate you are about teaching, you might want to
consider it as a factor when selecting programs.

2. Canadian Vs American Research-Based Graduate Programs

Canadian Graduate Programs American Graduate Programs

Application
Materials

CV
Transcript
2-3 letters of recommendation
Statement of Purpose/Letter of Intent

CV
Transcript
At least 3 letters of recommendation
Statement of Purpose
Supplemental Materials (Not all schools,
but a number of schools)

● Personal History Statement
● Research Summary
● Diversity Statement



● Short Essays
● Description of extracurricular

activities
Optional GRE scores

Application
Deadlines

Largely varies by program, department
and school

December 1st

Interviews Most programs do not have an interview
component but a few do.
Some programs have an open house
which can be considered an informal
“interview”

Admission to most programs include an
interview process that lasts about 1-3 days
(You are likely to miss classes for
interviews since some programs do not
offer alternative interview dates. So make
sure you email your professors to make
arrangements for missed classes well
advance of time)

Rotations Some programs do not have rotations. For
the ones that do, newly admitted students
usually do three 5-week rotations.

Most programs have rotations and how the
rotations are done varies largely by school.
You can be asked to do six 5-week
rotations, three 1-month rotations, or three
10-week rotations, etc.

Nature of the
program

Most Canadian graduate programs offer
both MSc and PhD programs. MSc
students can also transfer into PhD
programs in their second year.

Most American institutions (in
biological/biomedical sciences) do not
offer a MSc program. You can choose to
master out after two years into your PhD,
but this is relatively uncommon.

Other Differences Fewer courses required (for
research-based programs)
TAship is not necessarily mandatory but
this depends on the department and the
program.

More required coursework (coursework
constitutes the majority of your first year)
For most programs, it is mandatory that
you work as a TA for 2 or more semesters.

Decision Deadlines Largely varies by program, department
and school

April 15th

*Note that if you are applying to both Canadian and American graduate programs, you may not hear back
from all Canadian programs prior to the decision deadline of US programs.

For additional questions, please feel free to email Flora Zhiqi Wang at florazhiqiwang@berkeley.edu.
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